
	  

276	  Years	  of	  Jordan	  Family	  
History	  (1742	  to	  2018)	  

	  
•Introduction• 
The	  Jordans:	  	  

Moving	  Westward	  
By	  C.	  Richard	  Hulquist.	  

	  
They	  came	  from	  England	  to	  the	  American	  east	  coast.	  
Their	  descendants	  moved	  on	  to	  Pennsylvania,	  Ohio,	  
Iowa,	  Nebraska,	  California,	  back	  to	  England,	  to	  New	  
York,	  Washington	  D.	  C.,	  Oregon,	  Saipan,	  Guam	  (both	  U	  S	  
Territories),	  Germany,	  Turkey,	  California,	  and	  
Washington.	  Who	  knows	  where	  some	  of	  them	  will	  move	  
next?	  
	  
Jordan	  family	  oral	  history	  often	  related	  that	  John	  Jordan	  
(father	  of	  Asa	  Shinn	  Jordan)	  had	  come	  to	  the	  U.S.	  from	  
England	  in	  1792.	  But	  more	  recent	  evidence	  shows	  that	  
he	  was	  born	  in	  Pennsylvania	  (PA)	  in	  1772.	  And	  his	  
Father,	  who	  I	  will	  call	  John	  Jordan,	  Sr.,	  also	  was	  born	  in	  



	  

PA,	  in	  1742.	  I	  could	  not	  confirm	  any	  data	  about	  the	  
father	  of	  John	  Sr.	  
	  	  
The	  disparity	  of	  the	  migration	  timing	  might	  be	  related	  
to	  an	  item	  uncovered	  by	  a	  relative,	  Robert	  Jordan,	  a	  
former	  senior	  editor	  for	  the	  National	  Geographic.	  Robert	  
found	  in	  a	  history	  of	  Ohio	  an	  entry	  about	  Caleb	  Jordan’s	  
father	  who	  appeared	  to	  be	  an	  ancestor	  of	  ours.	  	  
	  
The	  article	  stated	  that	  Caleb	  Jordan’s	  father	  	  “…was	  John	  
Jordan,	  who	  is	  said	  to	  have	  been	  kidnapped	  in	  England	  
thirty	  or	  forty	  years	  prior	  to	  the	  Revolutionary	  Was	  [sic]	  
and	  brought	  to	  America	  when	  a	  boy	  11	  years	  of	  age,	  he	  
was	  bound	  to	  a	  man	  in	  N.Y.	  to	  work	  a	  number	  of	  years,	  
when	  his	  time	  of	  servitude	  had	  expired	  he	  moved	  to	  
Maryland	  and	  secured	  a	  house	  and	  married	  and	  raised	  a	  
family,	  he	  lived	  to	  see	  this	  new	  country	  free	  of	  
England…he	  died	  at	  the	  remarkable	  age	  of	  105	  years.”	  	  
	  
We	  have	  DNA	  evidence	  that	  our	  Jordan	  ancestors	  did	  
originate	  in	  England	  from	  where	  so	  many	  English	  
migrated	  to	  America.	  For	  example,	  Bonded	  Passengers	  to	  
America	  by	  Peter	  Wilson	  Coldham	  (1983)	  notes	  that	  by	  
1776	  England	  had	  sent	  more	  than	  40,000	  prison	  
inmates	  to	  the	  colonies	  (a	  huge	  number	  for	  that	  time),	  
often	  as	  indentured	  servants.	  But	  I	  wasn’t	  able	  to	  
confirm	  any	  data	  about	  Caleb	  Jordan	  or	  his	  father,	  John.	  
Maybe	  a	  younger	  family	  member	  will	  explore	  this	  
further!	  
	  



	  

The	  Jordans	  multiplied	  and	  gradually	  moved	  westward.	  
They	  all	  moved	  to	  Ohio	  when	  the	  Indian	  wars	  were	  over	  
after	  1800.	  They	  obtained	  land	  in	  Muskingum	  County,	  
Ohio,	  an	  area	  that	  had	  seen	  much	  of	  the	  fighting.	  John	  Jr.	  
had	  16	  children	  between	  his	  two	  wives,	  Martha	  and	  
Orpha.	  Martha	  died	  after	  the	  birth	  of	  their	  son,	  John	  
(and	  there	  are	  other	  Johns	  in	  the	  family).	  Inez	  Jordan	  
visited	  their	  farm	  years	  later	  and	  noted	  that	  the	  land	  
was	  hilly	  and	  rough.	  
	  
John	  Jr.’s	  son,	  Asa	  Shin	  Jordan,	  was	  in	  the	  Union	  Army	  
during	  the	  Civil	  War,	  and	  the	  following	  genealogy	  
contains	  some	  wartime	  letters	  to	  and	  from	  Asa	  Jordan	  
while	  he	  served	  in	  General	  Sherman’s	  Army	  on	  its	  
march	  to	  Atlanta.	  Asa	  is	  also	  described	  in	  a	  National	  
Geographic	  book	  by	  Robert	  Jordan.	  
	  
Asa	  Jordan’s	  daughter,	  Orpha,	  married	  William	  Leasure,	  
and	  they	  traveled	  from	  Ohio	  by	  train	  to	  eastern	  NE,	  then	  
southwest	  by	  oxcart	  [oral	  report	  from	  Inez	  Jordan	  
Hulquist]	  to	  homestead	  near	  Keane,	  a	  stage	  line	  station.	  
William	  drove	  the	  stagecoach	  from	  Keane	  to	  Arapahoe,	  
NE,	  from	  where	  it	  went	  on	  to	  Denver.	  	  William	  was	  
sometimes	  gone	  for	  days	  and	  Orpha	  had	  to	  run	  the	  
farm.	  	  She	  was	  once	  alone	  for	  several	  days	  with	  an	  
abscessed	  tooth	  during	  a	  blizzard.	  
	  
The	  Leasures	  enlarged	  their	  house	  to	  contain	  a	  small	  	  
store.	  Orpha	  became	  the	  first	  postmistress	  in	  the	  area.	  
When	  a	  new	  town	  called	  Wilcox	  was	  started	  nearby	  in	  



	  

1886,	  they	  moved	  to	  it	  and	  started	  the	  first	  store	  in	  
Wilcox.	  They	  did	  well	  and	  later	  moved	  to	  Long	  Beach,	  
CA,	  to	  retire	  about	  1908.	  	  
	  
Asa	  Jordan’s	  Son,	  Israel	  Hiram	  Jordan	  (I	  H),	  born	  1860,	  
migrated	  from	  Ohio	  to	  the	  western	  plains	  near	  Wallace,	  
NE,	  to	  homestead.	  He	  met	  a	  young	  schoolteacher	  there	  
named	  Ida	  Eunice	  Messenger	  from	  Iowa.	  Ida	  was	  born	  
in	  Belleview,	  NY,	  in	  1863	  and	  her	  family	  moved	  to	  Iowa	  
to	  try	  farming.	  	  
	  
Ida	  Messenger	  became	  a	  teacher	  moved	  with	  friends	  to	  
Wallace,	  NE,	  where	  she	  Ida	  taught	  school.	  Near	  their	  
homestead	  they	  saw	  a	  man	  working	  in	  the	  rain	  to	  fix	  the	  
roof	  of	  his	  sod	  shack,	  and	  they	  stopped	  to	  help	  him.	  
	  
The	  man	  was	  I	  H	  Jordan.	  He	  fell	  in	  love	  with	  Ida	  at	  first	  
sight	  and	  wooed	  her	  until	  they	  finally	  were	  married.	  
They	  later	  moved	  to	  a	  good	  farm	  near	  Wilcox	  where	  
Orpha	  and	  Wm.	  Leasure	  ran	  their	  store.	  This	  likely	  was	  
in	  the	  1890s	  when	  drought	  and	  very	  low	  grain	  prices	  
had	  caused	  many	  farmers	  to	  leave	  the	  plains.	  Real	  estate	  
prices	  had	  been	  driven	  down	  and	  likely	  helped	  the	  
Jordans	  to	  buy	  such	  good	  farmland.	  
	  
I	  H	  and	  Ida	  Jordan	  reared	  six	  children	  near	  Wilcox.	  He	  
was	  interested	  in	  horse	  racing	  and	  had	  a	  quarter	  mile	  
track	  on	  their	  farm	  [Inez].	  He	  later	  dealt	  in	  real	  estate	  
and	  banking	  in	  Wilcox.	  They	  moved	  to	  Long	  Beach,	  CA,	  



	  

in	  1922	  where	  I	  H	  ran	  his	  own	  real	  estate	  office	  until	  his	  
death.	  
	  
Their	  daughter	  Inez	  Jordan	  was	  born	  in	  1893.	  She	  went	  
to	  the	  Omaha	  Methodist	  College	  of	  Nursing,	  but	  was	  
soon	  called	  back	  to	  Wilcox	  to	  help	  manage	  the	  family	  
when	  her	  mother,	  Ida,	  became	  ill.	  She	  also	  taught	  in	  a	  
one-‐room	  schoolhouse	  near	  Wilcox	  and	  later	  became	  a	  
practical	  nurse.	  
	  
Inez	  married	  Ferdinand	  Hulquist	  of	  Wilcox	  in	  1916.	  I	  H	  
Jordan	  made	  Ferd	  quit	  riding	  a	  motorcycle	  and	  quit	  
smoking	  cigarettes	  before	  he	  could	  marry	  Inez.	  Inez	  and	  
Ferd	  were	  avid	  family	  historians	  and	  provided	  many	  of	  
the	  photos	  in	  Jordan	  genealogy.	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   XXX	  
This	  family	  summary	  has	  necessarily	  concentrated	  on	  
the	  earlier	  Jordans,	  and	  to	  later	  ones	  that	  I	  knew	  best.	  
Some	  other	  Jordan	  descendants	  may	  have	  resided	  even	  
further	  west	  and	  east.	  I’m	  sure	  there	  are	  other	  Jordan	  
descendants	  with	  very	  interesting	  stories.	  	  
	  
I	  have	  included	  some	  photos	  here	  in	  addition	  to	  those	  in	  
the	  genealogy	  that	  will	  follow.	  	  
	  

	  



	  

	  



	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

	  
	  
	  



	  

	  



	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Continue.	  
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Jordan	  Family	  
Genealogy	  by	  Judy	  
Amman	  Sanders	  

	  (Compiled	  about	  1980)	  	  

Photos:	  Inez	  Jordan	  Hulquist	  -‐	  Family	  Archives.	  
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Jordan	&	Hulquist	Mental	History	
Notes	by	Richard	Hulquist	August	20,	2015	

	
Four	family	members	have	been	thought	to	be	possibly	
mentally	retarded	(AKA	intellectually	disabled):		
	
1)	George	Leasure,	the	only	child	of	Orpha	Jordan	Leasure.	
He	couldn’t	read	or	write,	didn’t	attend	school,	could	
perform	only	simple	tasks,	and	lived	an	apparently	healthy	
life	into	adulthood.	He	knew	all	the	store	customers	and	was	
very	pleasant.	
		
George	was	said	to	have	been	a	“Blue	Baby”	at	birth.	The	
lack	of	oxygen	supply	to	his	brain	would	cause	the	brain	
damage	typical	of	cerebral	palsy.	It	seems	that	George	had	
cerebral	palsy	but	perhaps	he	wasn’t	actually	a	blue	baby,	
but	simply	retarded.		

	
				2)	Michael	Jordan,	born	1886,	the	son	of	Asa	and	Mary	
Jordan.		Inez	Jordan	saw	him	in	1908	and	he	appeared	to	be	
mentally	retarded.	His	speech	was	very	poor,	but	he	was	
pleasant	and	happy.	
	
					3)	Ralph	Jordan,	son	of	I	H	and	Ida	Jordan,	was	born	in	
Wallace,	NE,	in	1889.	He	was	sickly	early	in	life	and	later	had	
epilepsy	with	grand	mal	seizures	and	loss	of	consciousness.	He	
went	to	the	Wilcox	public	school	only	for	3	years,	perhaps	
because	of	the	seizures	and	also	had	to	stop	going	to	church	
because	the	seizures	were	so	disruptive.	
	
Ralph	had	a	normal	appearance.	He	was	quiet	and	mild-
mannered.	He	became	a	strong	boy	and	helped	work	on	the	
farm.	But	he	began	to	resent	his	father	and	would	attack	him.	A	
close	family	friend,	Dr.	William	Burford,	head	of	the	State	



Home	for	Retarded,	advised	that	Ralph	be	committed	there	and	
he	would	arrange	Ralph	to	work	as	the	nurseryman.		This	was	
successful.	Ralph	liked	his	job	and	seemed	to	be	happy	
whenever	we	visited	him.	He	died	at	age	51.	
	
Ralph’s	mental	condition	seems	have	been	due	to	grand	mal	
epilepsy.		
	
				4)	Don	Jordan	Hulquist,	my	brother,	was	born	in	1927.	He	
was	healthy	but	was	mentally	retarded	with	an	I	Q	in	the	80s.	
Ferd	said	that	one	pediatric	neurologist	agreed	with	mental		
retardation	diagnosis,	but	thought	that	Don	additionally	had	
some	other	form	of	mental	disease.	Don	later	did	also	have	
severe	paranoid	schizophrenia.	
	
Don	started	to	become	much	more	difficult	around	age	twenty,	
frequently	hiding	or	running	away.	He	would	frighten	people,	
start	fires	and	break	windows.	Dr.	Burford	convinced	his	
parents	to	put	Don	into	the	NE	State	Home.	He	later	was	placed	
into	a	group	home	in	Kearney.	He	seemed	to	be	doing	okay	but	
the	group	home	managers	said	that	he	was	too	sedated	from	
taking	two	powerful	medications,	Thorazine	and	Stellazine.	
They	gradually	stopped	the	drugs	and	Don	seemed	fine	for	a	
many	weeks.	
	
One	night	an	emergency	call	told	me	that	Don	was	having	a	
complete	psychotic	breakdown.	He	was	screaming	and	
breaking	down	the	walls	of	the	home	trying	to	escape	from	the	
“Secret	Service.”	A	psychiatrist	in	Grand	Island	diagnosed	
schizophrenia,	and	this	explained	why	Don	had	been	on	the	
antipsychotic	drugs.	He	was	put	on	newer	medications	and	was	
improved	greatly.	He	had	another	severe	relapse	of	his	
schizophrenia	a	few	years	later	requiring	a	long	stay	in	a	
mental	hospital.	He	eventually	got	back	to	his	group	home	



where	he	lived	happily.	He	died	suddenly	of	cardiac	
arrhythmia	at	age	73.	
	
I	had	a	chromosome	analysis	on	Don	when	it	became	available.	
The	results	indicated	an	indefinite	genetic	mutation	similar	to	
Klinefelter	syndrome	or	a	variant.	The	syndrome	is	caused	by	
an	accident	at	conception	where	a	male	gets	an	extra	copy	of	
the	X	chromosome.	It	is	not	inherited.	
	
In	summary,	there	are	probably	2	instances	of	mental	
retardation	(one	not	familial),	1	of	cerebral	palsy,	and	1	of	
epilepsy.	
	
I	did	a	brief	medical	survey	about	the	combination	of	mental	
retardation	and	schizophrenia.	The	following	summarizes	it:	
	 “The	coexistence	of	oligophrenia	[mental	retardation]	and	
schizophrenia	has	long	been	recognized	and	is	described	in	the	
European	literature	under	the	term	‘propf	schizophrenia’."	
There	is	considerable	medical	literature	on	this	subject.	Some	
authors	note	that	mental	retardation	may	be	caused	by	the	
early	emotional	deprivation	caused	by	schizophrenia,	but	this	
appears	to	be	very	unlikely.	[Irwin	J	Klein,	M	D;	JAMA	183:230,	
July	19,	1963].	
	
In	Don’s	instance,	the	occurrence	of	retardation	and	
schizophrenia	together	would	likely	be	accidental	because	his	
retardation	defect	would	be	present	at	birth.	I’m	not	aware	of	
other	schizophrenia	cases	in	the	Jordans.	Please	email	if	you	
know	otherwise:	crh@ucla.edu.		
	
Serious	depression	was	present	in	two	Jordan	family	members	
when	they	were	younger,	but	both	seemed	not	to	be	affected	
later	in	life.	
	
	




